
Come to Veliko Tarnovo region and explore its surrounding 
Tourist region of Veliko Tarnovo is famous for its historical background and, attractive with plenty of medieval churches and old monasteries in its surrounding. This region can also offer to you variety of hiking tours and other sports activities as well as an experience of life at the countryside in beautiful pure natural in foot of Stara Planina range.
This guide book is estimated for everyone, who decided to visit region of Veliko Tarnovo and want to explore its surrounding.  As this region offers many places worth visiting, one day spent in Veliko Tarnovo is not enough to see and experience it. 

Every body can find in this region something that might be interesting for him. Spirit of old historical town of Veliko Tarnovo is probably known to everyone. But why not to come to visit one of many monasteries here all around and enjoy the spirit and its atmosphere. If you do not hesitate to walk a bit, tourist paths are offered to you. And you can enjoy the impression from beautiful nature at the same time.
If you are more adventurous, can rent a bike for day or two and explore monasteries and other interesting places by their own way. Stara Planina range offers very good possibilities for hiking, with views on 2000 meters high peaks, or even the possibilities for reaching some of them. 
As this region has a lot to offer for its visitors, there will be included suggestions for one week itinerary divided according to activities that might be interesting for you or according to way how you prefer to spend a time here. Admire cultural heritage and make adventurous trips in one time.
Three suggested itineraries that follow are divided into 3 groups according to the way of traveling. For budget travelers are suggested routes which can be reached mainly on foot. For more adventurous visitors are offered bikes routes and climbing areas. For the convenient tourist, but without an own car, are all those interesting places reachable by means of public transport. 
You will find a precise description of all places of interest. They are completed with pictures and small description, as well as the information how to get there and back. In the end of this guide book, you can find precise schedules of buses and trains operating to the most interesting places and organize your trip in your own way.

Take a week trip to Veliko Tarnovo 

Week itinerary for budget travelers (“everything is reachable on foot”)
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SUNDAY - Veliko Tarnovo and Tsaravets hill

Explore the atmosphere of historical city, renaissance houses in old part of Veliko Tarnovo. Visit former residence of tsar, fortress Tsaravets. Experience the sound and light spectacle held in the evening during the summer in the highest tourist season. 
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MONDAY – Preobrazhenski monastir
Visit a nice monastery, built in a forest bellow a rock massif. Enjoy views from the Kartala Mountain at the city. On the way you will see rock massif and nice valley with streams and waterfalls. Follow red-marked trail, then yellow trail and again red trail. This trail will not last more then 2,5 hours.

THUESDAY – WEDNESDAY – Hiking in Stara Planina range
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Suggestion for 2 days walk. Explore the region of Travenska planina and part of Shipcenska planina. Join your visit of mountains with visit of ethnographical complex Etara. Skilled hikers can mange to go to Shipka monument and visit also Sokolski monastir.
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THURSDAY – Ecotrail from Prisovo to Sveta Gora
This ecotrail will lead to through pine forest to a place, where you can have a nice picnic and admire and unusual and beautiful view on Veliko Tarnovo, Tsaravets, Trapezitsa and Sveta Gora. 
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FRIDAY – St. Trinity monastery, chiza Bozhur

Visit monastery of St. Trinity, which is on the left bank of Yantra River. You can enjoy pleasant blue tourist path lead in to this place. If you want to see more,  taka a red path along beautiful rock cliffs through chiza Bozhur on the way back.
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SATURDAY – Asenov quarter, Gurko street
Visit the medieval churches at Asenov quarter. On the way back, got through the famous Gurko Street. If you have still some time left, go on Sveta Gora and enjoy the view to the city from this mountain.
Take a week trip to Veliko Tarnovo 

Week itinerary for adventurous travelers (“everything is reachable by bike”)
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SUNDAY - Veliko Tarnovo and Tsaravets hill

Explore the atmosphere of historical city, renaissance houses in old part of Veliko Tarnovo. Visit former residence of tsar, fortress Tsaravets. Experience the sound and light spectacle held in the evening during the summer in the highest tourist season. 

MONDAY – TUESDAY  by bike to monasteries 
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Monday – rent a bike and make a 2 days trip to monasteries in this region – VT – Ledenik→Kereka→ Dryanovski monastir→ →Dryanovo→Tryavna→Vonessta voda
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Tuesday – second day of 2 days bike trip – Vonesta voda→ →Klifarevski monastir→Pavliski manstir→Kapinovski monastir→ →Prisovo→VT)
WEDNESDAY – Emen
Visit a natural canoyn Emen, one of the most beautiful places around Tarnovo. You can reach this place easily by bus or by bike. Ecopath in the canoyn allow you to go to difficult reachable price. 10 meters high waterfall is not he only attraction, that you can enjoy here.
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THURSDAY  - FRIDAY – hiking in Stara Planina range
 2 days trip to Planina – region around Uzana, chiza Mazalat, and 2000 meter high peaks around 

SATURDAY  – walk through  historic parts of the city
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Go to the Kartala mountain (above a city) and enjoy the view at the city from there. Walk trough renesaince street, you can even  go down along Tsaravets hill and visit Asenov quarter. On the way back, walk through the famous Gurko steet. You can even try bungee jumping, which is held very often from the Stambolov Bridge. If you have still some time left, go to Sveta Gora and you will enjoy the view at the city from different angle.

Take a week trip to Veliko Tarnovo 
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Week itinerary for convenient travelers (“everything is reachable by public transport”)
SUNDAY - Veliko Tarnovo and Tsaravets hill

Explore the atmosphere of historical city, renaissance houses in old part of Veliko Tarnovo. Visit former residence of tsar, fortress Tsaravets.. 
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MONDAY – Arbanasi village, churches in Asanov quarter

Take a walk trough nice surrounding of Veliko Tarnovo to picturesque village Arbanasi. Visit some of Arbanasi Churches and House-museum.
TUESDAY – Dryanovski manastir + ekputeka, Bacho Kiro  

Visit a Dryanovski manastir, which is on the way to Gabrovo. Enjoy the walking in nice nature trough eco path, you can also visit a cave Bacho Kiro. This place is very easy reachable by train.
WEDNESDAY – Emen by bus

Take a bus and do to see canoyn Emen and the waterfall, which is in its surrouding. Enjoy a nature in Emen Canyon. Beautfull rock formation and waterfall “Momin skok”(10 m high) offer gorgeous views. Nearby is one of the longest caves in Bulgaria –the Emen cave. 
THURSDAY - Etara, Gabrovo, Sokolovski monastir
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Go visit and musem-village in Etara, close to Gabrovo. Admire a craft works that are shown on a place. You can also see watermill and other hydro powered workshops. Close to Etara there is Sokolovski monastir. You can also join your trip with a visit of Gabrovo. 
FRIDAY – Trayvna, Bozhenci

Take a train and come to visit old craft center – Trayvna, known especially for woodcarving. There is a tourist path which will lead you to one of the most beautiful villages – Bozhenci. There are numerous opportunities to try the traditional cuisines. According to the calendar, there are also shown some rituals concerning the period of the year.
SATURDAY – 

Walk trough the historic part of city, Samovodska charshija, old crafts street, where you can watch craftwork in life.

Suggestions for Walking around Veliko Tarnovo
For the most of the trips it would be efficient if you have a map. There is one available at the Tourist information centre made by Tourist Association Trapezitsa for 2 Leva. Its name is Region of Veliko Tarnovo, “Tourist paths, historical and natural sights.” Unfortunately, it is only in Cyrillic letters, but can be helpful by showing the directions.
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Preobrazhenski monastir (Transfiguration monastery) 
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Enjoyable tourist path beginning uphill from Veliko Tarnovo, about 5 kilometers long, lasting about 2,5 hour. Reachable form the Stambolov Street (on the way to Tsaravets) in the centre, go uphill by any of this small streets and you will reach the beginning of tourist path marked with read and white stripes. After passing the first hill, you can follow yellow marks, going around another hill, trough nice valley with streams and waterfalls. It is also a nice place for having picnics here or just for a having a rest here. Yellow way will join the red one again. 
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In the monastery, especially the small church and it frescos inside are worth seeing. Wheel of the life showing the life cycles from small child to old age, two angels day and night are moving with this cycle, moving forward, the life cycles are shown together with an allegory of perpetual onwards changing of the four season. Enjoy the atmosphere of holy and ages forgotten place.
Arbanasi village
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To reach Arbanasi village on foot, go downhill from the left side of Tsaravets, on the place where main road continues left side trough the bridge, go straight. Pass the street and go trough the bridge. Behind the bridge begins red hiking path to Arbanasi trough Ksilifor. Shorter, but more interesting way is, if you follow green path. The way to Arbanasi will take about 1.30 hour. Arbanasi can be reaches also by bus or taxi.
Arbanasi has picturesque architectural and artistic monuments – houses, streets, fountains, churches and monasteries with unique paintings and icons.
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Sveta Trojitsa monastery
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Sv. Trojitsa monastery can be easily reached on foot from VT. The journey should not take more then 2 hours. Go downg along Tsaravets from the left side to the Asenovci quarter. Soon after passing the church of Sveti Dimitar, (you will see signs showing this church there), cross the main street and follow the way towards petrol station. There is  a beginning of  blue colored hiking path to the Sv. Trojitsa monastery. 
For more skilled tourist here are some suggestions of longer tours:

Start your following blue colored path to Sv. Trojitsa monastery, then follow the red marked path to Preobrazenski monastery and back to Veliko Tarnovo trough 2 waterfalls.

Ecotrail Prisovo – Sveta Gora
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This ecotrail will lead to through pine forest to a place, where you can have a nice picnic and admire and unusual and beautiful view on Veliko Tarnovo, Tsaravets, Trapezitsa and Sveta Gora. 

This ecotrail starts at the village of Prisovo, 5 km from Tarnovo. Do not let you discourage from the unpleasant beginning by walking on the asphalt route full of cars, on the main road to Gabrovo (to the South). After 3 km turn to the left ( it is the first turning on this way) will the road became much better. The ecotrail begins in the middle of the village of Prisovo, with yellow signs and lead to the chiza Ksilifor through the village of Malak Chiflik. You can also shorten your journey and go direct to Sveta Gora. In Malak Chiflik, do not follow the yellow tourist path, but follow the main asphalt road crossing the highway. Then go along highway and after 500 meters, behind the petrol station, turn to the right. 
To avoid the unpleasant beginning, there is another possibility. To begin the route at Sveta Gora and then to take a green path going to Momina krepost. This route is going along a highway. At the right turning to Malak Chiflik, follow the asphalt road. In the middle of the village, there is a beginning of yellow tourist path going to Prisovo. You will reach this path from the other side, but the way back will be the same.
Other routes in surrounding of Veliko Tarnovo
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Dryanovo monastery
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Dryanovo monastery is located in beautiful valley, surrounded with rock cliffs. Bu visiting this famous monastery, you can also enjoy ecopath trough the canyons, with plenty of waterfalls and bridges. Don’t miss to come to see cave Bacho Kiro. 
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How to get there: Possible to get there by train, it takes 40 minutes. Train operates 6 times a day, for example at 7:45 and 11:38. Get off the train one station behind Dryanovo - at the Bacho Kiro station. (It is a small station in the forest). Cross the rail and follow small path going down, by the river turn to the left and continue in direction of the train. 
There is also other, shorter, but not very comfortable possibility – to follow the rail, after 10 minutes, you will see small path going directly to Dryanovo monastery.
 For the way back, you can take the train at 14:38, 16:25 and 21:26.
Kilifarevo monastery
How to get there: Can be reached by public bus operating from Tarnovo to Stara Zagora. It has no official bus stop, but when you ask the driver, he will stop you close to the monastery. Bus departing from Bus station at 8:00 would be possible.
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Emen
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Canyon Emen is a beautiful and peaceful place not faraway from Veliko Tarnovo. Ecopath going trough its gorge belongs to the 7 famous Ecopaths that have been built in Bulgaria on some place of interest. The whole path is being built only by using natural materials. Various species of fauna and flora are to be admired. Spring season with blowing flowers and frog concert is the best time to visit. 
How to get there: Take a bus at 8:30 from Veliko Tarnovo bus station Zapad. Bus departing back to Veliko Tarnovo direction at 16:50, so can spend and enjoy the whole day in this area. Another possibility for the way back is to walk along the dam, till you reach the main asphalt road going from Pavlikeni to Veliko Tarnovo. Bus for VT is departing at 17:30 from Pavlikeni.
House museum in Etar
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Visit an architectural unique open-air museum in Etar. The museum is a replica of one-time Gabrovo main Street with busy workshop where traditional mountain crafts are still practiced and thus preserved. You can experience the spirit of the Balkan region inhabitants. According to the season, different monuments of daily life are shown – basket weaving, plums drying, etc. It is possible to visit Sokolski monastir together with Etara museum as well as visit town of humor - Gabrovo
How to get there: Take a bus to Gabrovo and from Gabrovo a city bus to Etar.
Sokolovski monastir
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Half an hour by walking from open-air museum Etar is very nice monastery worth visiting. Monastery is situated at a beautiful place in the slopes of Stara Planina. Renaissance style buildings, with wooden stairs and verandas built a nice garden with a nice fountain in the middle. This stone fountain with eight spouts was built by Master Kolzo Ficheto.
 How to get there: You can get to Sokolovski monastir by city bus from Gabrovo, going to Etara. 
Bojentsi and Trayvna
Tryavna is and old craft city, first of all famous by icon painting and woodcrafts. The old part of the city is an architectural reserve. You can observe old craftwork there. If you want to prolong this pleasant trip, follow the green marked trail, going to the village of Bojentsi, famous for its preserved atmosphere. 
How to get there: The direct train for Tryavna is departing at 7:45, or 9:02. For the way back, you can take the train at 16:07, or 18:06.
Possibilities for Climbing
Area of St. Trinity Monastery

About 5 kilometer north from Veliko Tarnovo is a nice rock massif behind the Sv. Trojitca monastery, which offer a variety of routes coupled with unique nature. This place can be reached either by walk from VT or from village Samovodene. From Veliko Tarnovo it takes about one hour, you will follow the blue tourist path to Sv. Trojica monastery, which begins at Trapezitsa station. Another possibility is to get on the train and go to Samovodne station, which takes 11 minutes. From that station are the rocks only 2 km. The train operates 6 times a day: 10:27, 13:48.Check the last information at following link: http://www.bdz.bg/. They are available also in English version. There is also an electronic guide of routes together with maps available on following link:http://www.trapezitca1902.com/pages/pdfs/vtguide.pdf
Area of Useto

There is another possibility closer to the town, in south direction – Useto. This can be reached by walk in 20 minutes. Go to the bus station Avtogara Jug and from there, you will already see the rock area and will now where to continue. 
Possibilities for renting a bike
Go by bus (departing at 9:00 from Gabrovo) to Uzana, rent a bike there. The price is 2 Leva per hour. In the late afternoon there is only one bus back (at 16:00), which will take you to Gabrovo
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Rent a bike in Veliko Tarnovo Gorgona shop that offers this kind of services. Working hours are Mo-Fri: 10:00-19:00, on Sat 10:00-14:00. The price is 8 Leva a day.

You can find this shop easily coming from post office in the center of Tarnovo, just take a stairs going up and then at second turing to the left. See the map.
Suggestion for hiking in the Stara Planina range in region of Veliko Tarnovo
Map is very much important, if you want to explore Stara Planina. You can buy one at the bookstore at Bulevard Vasil Levski on the right side (if you are on going towards out of the centre). Another possibility for buying the same hiking map is a small kiosk with the books on the left side, right behind a small shopping centre.
For one day
VT→Uzana→-Shipka→Sokolski monastir→VT

Nice possibility to experience the Stara planina range. You can walk through beautiful nature of Shipcenska planina, admire view at the 2000 high peaks. Reach the Shipka saddle and enjoy the atmosphere of old times at Shipka monument. On the way back, visit Sokolski monastir.
How to get there: Take a bus at 7:30 from Tarnovo bus station for Gabrovo. At Gabrovo, take   a bus at 9:00 to Uzana, departing from sector 9. From there follow the red tourist path leading to Shipka. This route will not take more 3,5 hour. For Sokolski monastir, take       a blue path, which begins 1 kilometer from Shipka seddle on the way to Gabrovo. This route will take approximately 2 hours. You can catch the last bus from Etara (half an hour from Sokolski monastir) at 16:30. Another possibility is to go walk approximately 40 minutes down on asphalt road to get to the cross with main roads and take a city bus to Gabrovo from there. The last train for Tarnovo departures from the railway station at 20:36.
For two days
VT→Krstec→Chizha Bulgarka→Chiza Buzludza(→Shipka→Chiza Buzludza)

Chiza Buzludza→(Sokolski monastir)→Etara→VT
Explore the region of Travenska planina and part of Shipcenska planina. Join your visit of mountains with visit of ethnographical complex Etara. Skilled hikers can mange to go to Shipka monument and visit also Sokolski monastir.
How to get there: Take an early morning train at 5:27 to Krstec (7:06). Do not let you confuse by many of possibilities and follow asphalt road along the rail forwards. After few meters, you will find red tourist path, which lead through chiza Bulgarka to chiza Buzludza. Chiza Buzludza is the last possibility for staying over the night. Another one will be at chiza Uzana, which means another 5 hours of walking. For more fast hikers, there is a possibility to go Shipka and returned back. (around 4 hours). 
For the other day, go back through a beautiful valley, follow blue tourist path leading to Etara. You can prolong your way by visiting Sokolski monastir. Take a last bus at 16:30 from Etara back to Gabrovo. Bus to Tarnovo departures at 17:30.
Schedules of trains and buses operating to the most attractive and visited places around Veliko Tarnovo 

Trains

Dryanovo Monastery 

From VT to Bacho Kiro station

  7:45(8:23), 11:38 (12:15), 14:45 (15:22), 16:44 (17:28), 18:03 (18:47)

From Bacho Kiro to VT
9:48 (10:25), 14:38 (15:21), 16:25 (17:04), 21:26 (22:03)
Price:1,30 (0,90)л, both-way ticket 2,30л
Tryavna

From VT to Тryavna
7:45 (8:43), 9:02 (9:52) E, 14:45 (15:40), 16:44 (17:51), 18:03 (19:08), 19:56 (20:44) E
2,90(2,00)Leva express train

2,10(1,50)Leva
From Tryavna to VT
 9:24 (10:25), 12:54 (13:47), 14:20 (15:21), 16:07 (17:04), 18:16 (19:05), 21:07 (22:03)Gabrovo

Gabrovo
VT trough Tsareva Livada to Gabrovo

5:27(6:16) → 6:22(6:57);  9:02(9:40) →9:50(10:25),  11:38(12:21) → 13:11(13:46), 14:45(15:27) →15:33(16:08), 16:44(17:34) →19:00(19:35);  19:56(20:31) →21:25 (22:00)

Gabrovo trough Tsareva Livada to VT
 5:15(5:45) →5:52 6:37); 8:55(9:29) →9:42(10:25); 12:10(12:44) →13:07(13:47),

13:52(14:26) →14:33(15:21), 16:50(17:25) →18:29(19:05), 20:36 (21:10) → →21:21(22:03)
(3,50(2,50) Leva express train

  2,70(1,50) Leva 

Samovodne

From VT to Samovodne

6:38 (6:50), 10:27 (10:38), 13:48 (13:58), 15:23 (15:34), 17:05 (19:17)
From Samovodne to VT

7:33 (7:44), 11:24 (11:35), 14:32 (14:43), 16:31 (16:42), 17:51 (18:02)

Price: 0,60 (0,40)Leva
City bus number train operating for Gorna Orjahovitsa through Samovodne

Buses operating to the most visited places:
Buses from Veliko Tarnovo

Emen

VT-Emen: 

8:30
Emen-VT: 16:50

Michalci- VT: 

17:45 (Bus from Pavlikeni to VT departing at 17:30)
Gabrovo
VT-Gabrovo

7:30, 9:00, 9:20, 9:50, 10:30, 12:00, 12:10, 13:00 (P-P), 13:30, 14:30, 14:45 (P-P), 15:00, 16:30, 18:00

Gabrovo-VT

6:00, 7:30, 9:00, 10:30, 11:35, 12:00, 12:30, 13:30, 14:00, 15:00, 16:30, 17:30, 18:00

Shipka

(Bus to Kazanluk trough Gabrovo)

VT-Shipka

9:20, 9:50, 12:10, 13:00 (P-P)

Kilifarevo Monastery

(bus to Stara Zagora)

VT-Kilifarevo Monastery

8:00, 13:30, 14:30

Elena

VT-Elena

8:00, 12:15, 13:00, 15:00 (x), 15:30, 17:15 (x), 18:30

Kapinovo monastery (автогара йуг)
VT-Kapinovo monastery:

8:30, 17:00 
Kapinovo monastery – VT:

9:20, 17:50
Buses from Gabrovo
Veliko Tarnovo
Gabrovo-VT

6:00, 7:30, 9:00, 10:30, 11:35, 12:00, 12:30, 13:30, 14:00, 15:00, 16:30, 17:30, 18:00

VT-Gabrovo

7:30, 9:00, 9:20, 9:50, 10:30, 12:00, 12:10, 13:00 (P-P), 13:30, 14:30, 14:45 (P-P), 15:00, 16:30, 18:00

Uzana
Gabrovo – Uzana:

9:00(a), 15:00 (a)

Uzana – Gabrovo:

10:00(a), 16:00(a)

Trayvna
From 6:30 to 18:30 every hour

Troyan
Gabrovo – Troyan

8:20(a)

Aprilitsi
Gabrovo - Aprlitisi

8:20

Bozhenci
Gabrovo - Bozhenci

8:00, 12:00, 15:30, 18:00 (3, 6)
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